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The hybridity of Rhododendron koudzumontanum was verified through the analyses 
of allozymes, anther morphology and pollen fertility in comparison with its putative parental 
species, Tsusiophyllum tanakae (Rhododendron tsusiophyllum) and R. obtusum var. 
macrogemma. Our data showed that R. koudzumontanum is of hybrid origin, and particularly 
the uniformity in the genotype of R. koudzumontanum strongly suggests that natural 
hybridization between Tsusiophyllum tanakae and R. obtusum var. macrogemma had taken 
place only once. 
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